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Fancy Dress Competition Club Camp Summer 2009 

 
Chairman’s Report 
AGM October 2009 

 
The weather has disrupted the season once again. 
 
Three great shows and one all jumping show which was a great success and I thank all 
the sponsors and the show manager for that. We also had some great rallies of which 
some of our younger members are now shining through. We are very fortunate that 
the rallies are organised and run by Ceri and Sam who again have done an outstanding 
job. The Club camp was a great success this year and after the disaster of last year it 
was enjoyed by everyone who attended.  Ceri. Sam, Keighley, Julie, Chris and Wayne 
and all who helped, I thank you. Also I would like to thank Louise for the kind use of 
the bouncy castle. We have had some junior riders who have made some great 
advances with their riding this year.  Briony, Charlotte, Ffion, Lowrie, Darcy, Rhys, 
Alicia and Olivia.With the seniors we are all in shock how well Brenda long has done 
at our shows.  Brenda showed us all that you can still enjoy show jumping at any age. 
Funding: Olivia Thatcher and Bobby Jones have received personal funding from 
Torfaen County borough council because they have competed at County and national 
level.  Only 13 sports men/women throughout Torfaen met the criteria to secure this 
government funding – well done to them. 
 
The Club also secured funding to the sum of £2,500 to purchase a trailer which the 
committee greatly appreciated. We must all give great thanks to the Communities 
First for giving us the funding to purchase this item. 
We are currently in the process of applying for government funding to purchase a 
complete set of natural jumps which would be used for X Country and Working 
Hunter classes.  We await the decision in late December and hope that it is in favour 
of the Club. 
 
I can confidently say to you all that this club has some of the best facilities in any 
riding club in Wales which we all should be proud of. Since we formed the current 
committee we have secured the following for the club: £68000 for the bridle path in 
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Trefethin; £5000 for the office; £2500 for the X Country Course; 32500 for the trailer; 
£750 for timing equipment; £750 for triple bar jump; £500 for gymkhana equipment; 
£500 for toilets and £300 for fillers. 
 
We have also purchased: complete set of jumps£5000; steel container £1000; wall 
jump £1000; new gate and fencing £2000. We have also sponsored members who 
have competed at BRC events, who qualified for the BRC championships in Lincoln, 
Club camp and awards evening. We also give members the opportunity to use the 
facilities every Wednesday evening throughout the spring and summer.  
 
Over the past three years we had three British Champions.  We have also had many 
members qualify for the BRC Championships and the Championships of GB at 
Broomes.  It has not gone unnoticed that the quality and standard of riding within the 
club has greatly improved. 
 
I would like now to touch on a subject which is not so positive.  It has been brought to 
my attention that over the 18 months or so there are certain members and non-
members of this club who find it necessary to question and criticise the committee and 
running of the club. The committee and I are always open to constructive criticism on 
how to improve the running of the club.  It saddens me to think that the the effort of 
the committee would be questioned when it is voluntary work that we do.  I would 
like to think each and every member would be great advocates, encouraging new 
members to join our club but sadly this is not the case. 
 
Back to the Positives: What about next year? 
I would like to see the return of using Usk indoor school during the winter and putting 
on lessons for those who want it. 
�x I would like to see more interaction between the BRC secretary and the TRC 

Selectors so more members get involved with BRC events. 
�x Two intakes for members-which has now been implemented, thanks to Vicky for 

that. 
�x Larger and more robust committee. Please help. You don’t have to attend every 

meeting but help on show days, rallies, Wednesday nights would be great. 
�x To continue to promote and encourage TRC members in all equine sport.  I would 

like to see more members competing at BRC events.  We have a great deal of 
talent. Let’s get it out there competing and flying the flag for TRC. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the committee for all their effort and 
support throughout the year and also like to say thank you to Yvonne for the 
consistent delivery of the club newsletter. 
 
Finally a huge thanks to Anita Biggs, who will be stepping down from her position as 
treasurer. 
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INSTRUCTION SESSIONS 
 

Torfaen Riding Club wants to help all of our members to improve their riding during 
these bleak winter months. 
From December onwards instruction will be organised in both flatwork and jumping 
for all abilities from the novice and terrified to those jumping 3’ plus. Approximate 
cost £7 - £15 depending on the instructor and venue. If you are interested please let 
Catherine Price know by email catherineprice999@btinternet.com or text 
07974771157. 
 
Does anyone fancy jumping over a CROCODILE or a CONCORDE? 
Cath is hoping to arrange a Club session to Leyland Court during February half term 
where their portable xc fences will be in the all weather arenas, fences 2’ – 3’3’’. 
Interested people please contact Cath. 

 
 

NEWS IN BRIEF. 
 
Last season we were one of the largest clubs in the British Riding Clubs association. 
 
We will be holding a joint in-door show at Usk College on 24th January together with 
Islwyn Riding Club. 
 
We will be holding a qualifier for the Royal Windsor Show. More details to follow.  
 
Novice in-door Show Jumping in February hosted by Southerndown Riding Club. 
 
Awards are on 5th December at the Cricket Club Croesyceiliog. 
 
Lessons to be organised at Usk College through the winter months. (contact Cath 
Price or a committee member. 
 
Anyone with a trophy PLEASE RETURN TO CERI THOMAS OR JULIE 
THORNE ASAP BEFORE THE END OF NOVEMBER.  
 

 
UNAFFILIATED WINTER OPEN DRESSAGE SERIES  

@ 
PENCOED COLLEGE 

Sunday 6th December 
Sunday 17th January2010 
Suinday 21st March 2010 

 
SOUTHERNDOWN RIDING CLUB 
www.southerndownridingclub.co.uk 
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News 
 
TOP SCORE SHOW JUMPING-ROYAL WINDSOR 2010 
First round qualifier - Open to RC and Non RC members 
Hosted bySoutherndown Riding Club 
At Pencoed College 15th November 

 
Hard Hat Standards 
The British Riding Club has issued the following instructions:- 
Hats must conform to minimum standards, with a harness properly adjusted and 
fastened. Hats marked WN1384, PASO15:1998, ASTMF1163, 
BSEN14572:2005 or SE1. American standard SNELL E2001, ASTM95, SNZ3838 
1998. Skullcap hats must be worn with a silk. 
 
Junior Age Limit  
Ref BRC – junior age limit has increased from 17 to 18years of age. 
 

Please contact the BRC Secretary for further details 
Vicky Gillard 07877106824 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP  
 
A warm welcome to newly registered members, those returning and 

those joining us for the first time.You will have noticed that for the first time 
membership application will be received twice a year. The next opportunity 
will be in March. Please spread the word if yopu know anyone who would be 
interested and make sure they are aware that there is a deadline as usual to be 
announced nearer the time. 
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MEMBER PROFILE: Bobby Jones 
 
Bobby is fourteen, soon to be fifteen years of age. We wish her a very Happy Birthday in 
advance.  
Many of you who know her well will have missed her very much as she has not been around 
at the Club events and activities this last year. Some of you will also know the reason why but 
many like me had only a vague idea so I asked her round to have a chat. When she walked 
into my kitchen I was amazed at how she’s grown and matured. 
 
To start at the beginning I asked Bobby about her 1st pony and I could see that mischievous 
little girl in her as she became eight years old again remembering how much fun she had on 
what sounds like a very naughty (aren’t they all?) little palomino called ‘Timey’, or ‘Golden 
Time ‘to give him his proper title. He was very good at showing and won lots of awards for it 
but he was not so good when faced with a jump.  
 

“He bucked me off and just wouldn’t jump” said Bobby “but I loved grooming him 
and just being around him.  I had a lot of help in those days. Sara gave me loads of 
lessons – she taught me everything and I wouldn’t be where I am today without her 
help.” 
 

Another favourite was Kizzy, a chestnut mare who was Bobby’s first jumping pony, 
“She won everything for me.”said Bobby, “ and I used to love doing Gymkhana 
games on her. “ 
“I do miss my friends at the Club very much.” 
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Bobby has now moved on to riding horses and told me about Qalou, a five year old chestnut 
mare with a blaze. She is a beautiful 17hh horse which Bobby has been jumping. Some of you 
will have seen her on the rare occasion when she has been able to come to the Club rallies 

“When I first had her she had never jumped a course of jumps but now she is doing 
very well and all the hard work, getting the stride right etc is paying off.” 

The training at The Rio Grande Equestrian centre in Warwickshire where Bobby goes every 
weekend from Friday to Sunday to be trained by Marie and Ted Edgar.  

“It has been been very hard but worth while, ”says Bobby,  and I have a lot of fun 
with friends whilst there.” 

Bobby is aiming high and her goal is qualify for HOYS this year. She has already jumped out 
of the BSJA British Novice ( 95cms),  and the Discovery ( 1m 5) and is now jumping in the 
Newcomers class (1m10).   
 She comes home on Sunday evening and its back to school in the week till Friday comes 
along again. 

“I can’t wait for the weekend – its great and I love it”.  
Her face lit up with obvious delight at the thought.  
At the equestrian centre the weekend is a busy time, getting up at 7.00 am and getting out 
todo the stables. Then breakfast and a day spent training and schooling the horses, about four 
a day, 

“It’s great – it’s what I want to do.” 
 
What about the future? 

“Keep doing what I am doing - aiming to qualify for HOYS this year. “ 
 
She makes us very proud and we wish her every success in her chosen path and we shall be 
following her progress with a great deal of interest. 
Our very best wishes Bobby! 
 
 

TRC Website 
 

Check out the website regularly if you have access to a computer. You will 
find the latest information there in between Newsletters which will be 
available bi-monthly from now on.  Julie Thorne is the website manager.  

In addition to information and updates on events you will also find 
Opoortunities to contact the Club by Email, 

post messages on the members Forum, 
browse the picture Gallery 

and much more. 
 

 
More of the fancy dress. 


