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      Winter Wonderland 

The complete ‘White-Out’ over Christmas and the New Year was 
very pretty and the muck heap was transformed into a Winter Won-
derland. Getting to the yards to see to the horses became impossible 
for some people who had to rely on the kindness of others to muck 
out and feed their horses. The whole country came to a stand still 
and inevitably there were ramifications for the Club. Disappointingly 
our Joint Islwyn/Torfaen Show at Usk College had to be cancelled 
but Torfaen members were able to take advantage of the booking to 
have some much needed jumping practice especially those who were 
preparing to take part in the forthcoming BRC Events. 
The winter instruction and show jumping practice sessions have 
been very popular and are already paying dividends. Four senior 
members and seven or eight juniors have come forward keen  to 
jump for the club at the BRC Indoor Show Jumping Qualifier at Pen-
coed. If you too would like to represent the Club please don’t be shy-
put your name forward and come to the sessions on offer. 
The Event calendar for 2010 is building up and we can look forward 
to a variety of activities. The Club has decided on its main events for 
the year but there are many more not yet scheduled eg Rallies. You 
can be surse there’ll be lots of choice and something for everyone. 
The website is the place to find out the latest news so check it out. 
You will find that you can download information too by clicking on 
pdf links. The Newsletter is now posted on the web in this form. The 
Forum is also a good way for you to share information as you can 
access this and post requests,notices etc directly. Take a look and see 
how members are using it. 
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EVENT CALENDAR 2010 
 

JANUARY  
24th  TRC Showjumping Practice-Usk College 
30th  TRC Showjumping practice-Usk College 
31st  Endurance GB Endurance Ride De Cymru 

FEBRUARY 
15th  BRC Liaison Grp Meeting, Beaufort Arms, Raglan 
21st  BRC Area 15 Indoor Showjumping 2010, Pencoed 
21st  Endurance GB De Cymru, Wentwood in Winter 
Ride 
24th  TRC Committee Mtg, Cricket Club, Croesyceiliog 

MARCH  
7th  BRC Winter League Dressage, Usk College 
10th  TRC Jumping Lessons/Marie Sian’s Yard 
24th   TRC Committee Mtg, Cricket Club,Croesyceiliog 

APRIL  
3rd-5th  Broome’s Winter League Junior 
Sun 4th TRC Club Field Open to members  
Wed 7th TRC Club Night-Open ( every week from this date) 
9th-11th Broome’s Winter League Senior 
13th-14th BRC Winter League Championships, Hartpury Col 
18th  TRC Mayor’s Charity Open Show 

MAY  
3rd  TRC Open Show 
8th-9th  Broome’s Two-day Weekend Show 
31st  TRC Sponsored Showjumping Open Show 

JUNE 
5th/6th  BRC Festival of the Hunter Challenge,  
   Aston-le-Walls 
18th-20th  Broome’s Weekend Show 
27th  TRC Open Show 

JULY  
9th/10th/11th Broome’s July Show 
11th  BRC Horse Trials, Howick Farm, Chepstow 
16th/17th BRC Area 15 Annual Summer Rally 

AUGUST 
15th  TRC Open Show 
20th/22nd Broome’s Junior Championships 
28th/30th Broome’s Senior Championships 

SEPTEMBER 
4th/5th   Welsh Festival of the Horse, Margam Park 
11th/12th BRC National Championships, Lincolnshire 
18th/19th Broome’s Derby Show 

OCTOBER 
9th/10th  BRC Quadrille Trials, Aintree, Liverpool 

NOVEMBER  
  TRC Halloween Party 

DECEMBER 
  TRC Awards Night 

 
Qualifiers:2010 
Novice Indoor Team Show 
Jumping, 21st Feb, Pencoed 
College. 
Host:Southerndown. 
Winter Team Dressage,  
7th March.Usk College. 
Host:Cricklands EC 
Hunter Trials, 11th July, 
Howick Farm Chepstow. 
Show Jumping. Date ,tbc. 
Host,Hereford &District 
Horse Trials, 11th July, 
Howick Farm, Chepstow. 
Host Area 15 Liaison Group. 
Volunteers needed to help at 
the horse Trials Qualifier
(above).  
Please get in touch with 
Vicky asap. 
Area 15 Liaison Group 
Meeting,16th Feb at Beaufort 
Arms,  
Raglan 8.0pm 
 
Championships 
 
Novice Indoor ShowJump-
ing and Winter Dres-
sage.3rd April,  
 Hartpury College. 
Festival of the Hunter 
Challenge, 5th,6th June, As-
ton-le-Walls 
Horse Trials,6th,8th August, 
Aston-le-Walls 
National Championships, 
11th,12th Septem-
ber,Lincolnshire 
Freestyle Dressage to Mu-
sic & Quadrille Trials , 
9th.10th October, 
Aintree,Liverpool. 

BRITISH  
 RIDING CLUB  

 
DATES 
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My Weekend Showing 

 
Through the summer I had been really looking forward to competing at Broomes Derby week-
end .As I had never competed at a Derby competition before I thought it would be a great opportu-
nity to enjoy something different and get the experience under my belt. In the run up to this week-
end I experienced a few problems with my horse Shai which made competing at the Derby look 
more unlikely to happen. Finally the problems were solved and I had two weeks until the Derby, 
which was cutting it very fine to get Shai fit enough to compete for it.  
After accepting the fact that I wouldn't be able to compete jumping at the Derby weekend I de-
cided rather than not going at all I would have a go at showing. I have done one or two novice 
shows before but nothing too big and the ones in the past usually involved being galloped around 
the ring when I was supposed to do a controlled gallop! 
On the day of the showing I started to get Shai ready starting with the plaits, which needed to be 
redone about three times until I was satisfied with them especially after watching the other people 
who to me looked very posh ride past on their immaculate horses which made me feel pretty silly 
being a complete novice to showing who didn't look half as organised as they did! After doing my 
best to get Shai and myself ready I thought I would make my way up to the showing ring where I 
was going to go into my first class which was the Small Hunter class. I waited patiently at the side 
of the ring whilst the other competitors stood with me but had their grooms polishing anything pol-
ish-able and still grooming their horses which made me feel a bit out of place especially as I was 
on my own, and whenever I do have a “groom” its normally my dad who has jeans with holes in 
and doesn't actually know anything about showing (he’s a bit of a cowboy but tries his best!). This 
seemed to be the case with every class I entered after this, they surely knew what the game was, 
but in the end my nerves went and I just thought I would give it a go and didn't really mind if I was 
placed or not! 
At the end of the weekend I had a brilliant time we came home with two 5ths, two 
4ths two 2nds a first a massive smile on my face and reserve champion for the work-
ing hunter! I also made friends with a few competitors in my classes and definitely 
had a different perspective of showing. 
It just goes to show you don't have to stick to one discipline because your horse is 
good at it, be an all-rounder you may as-well try everything! 

Ffion Ffrancombe kindly shares her experience of trying something new with us in this article. It can be quite 
daunting to go to places like Broomes for the first time and taking yourself out of your comfort zone. I hope you 
enjoy reading her account and perhaps you may consider contributing to the next newsletter. 
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AWARDS 2009 
Presented by His Worship the Mayor of Torfaen, Councillor Robert Jones 

Saturday 5th December 
 

We were honoured by the presence of the Mayor who was accompanied by his wife the Mayoress, Mrs Margaret Jones at our 
Awards evening held at the Cricket Club, Croesyceiliog on Saturday 5th December. With each presentation he expressed his sin-
cere appreciation and admiration of the achievements of all those who were called up to receive an award. We thank His Wor-
ship for all the kind and encouraging remarks made to all. 

 
Awards Presented 

 
Best Turned Out 

Khia Kennard(L?R), Macey Jones(Jnr Chair), Brian Biggs(Snr Chair)Nariee Thomas(Jr Int), Katrina(Snr Int), Briony Thomas
(JnrOpen), Susannah McIntosh(SnrOpen). 

 
Dressage 

Khia Kennard(L/r).Rhys Hayes(Jnr Chair), Brian Biggs(SnrChair),Lizzy Barber(Int Jnr), Katrina McLoughlan(Snr Int); 
Charlotte Price(Jnr Open), Susannah McIntosh(Open) 
 
   Xcountry        Chase Me Charlie 
  Khia KennardL/R      Khia Kennard 
  Lowrie McGing(Jnr Chair)     Lowrie McGing 
  Lizzie Barber(Int Jnr)      Eloise Rowles(Int Chair) 
  Alicia Thorne(Open Jnr)     Alicia Thorne 
  Katrina McLoughlan(Int Snr)     Katrina McLoughlan 
  Marie Sian Davies (Open Snr) 

 
Show Jumping 

Khia Kennard,(L/R), Lowrie McGing(Chair), Lizzie Barber (Jnr Int),Katrina McLoughlan(Snr Int), Darcy McGing/Alicia Thorne 
(JnrOpen), Julie Kowaleski(SnrOpen) 

 
Most Improved 

Khia Kennard, Liam McLoughlan (L/R), Rhys Hayes (Jnr Chair), Nariee Thomas (Jnr Int), Katrina mcLoughlan (Snr Int),Briony 
Thomas(JnrOpen), Susannah McIntosh(Snr Open) 
 

Horse/Pony of the Year : Celtic Manor Eye (Angel) 
 

Mrs Thomas Award : Margaret Padfield  
Chairman’s Special : Charlotte Price  

Junior Committee Award : Mark Jones 
 
 

HORSE OF THE YEAR 
Celtic Manor Eye (Angel) 
Heart of a lion—gentle as a lamb 

 
Without a doubt this wonderful horse is a worthy  winner of this award. The phrase 
used to describe her above says it all. The courage to tackle anything she’s put to 
and the gentle manners and obedience that makes her a joy to be around. No doubt 
that with a rider with the same qualities this pair will go a very long way. 
 
Last November,  Keighley Thomas and Angel went to Pencoed College to take part 
in the Oliver Townsend Eventers Challenge Qualifier. Together they qualified to go 
to Aintree  in December for the Championships. 
 
It was a long journey but well worth it. They finished third in the Open Class and 
won the best Turned Out for her class. An excellent result! 
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 Club Field and Rallies 
The Club field will be open to members on Sunday 4th April 
and from Wednesday 7th April, every Wednesday evening from 
6.00 .- 8.00pm. 
 
Rally dates have not yet been decided but please remember that 
when these take place on a Wednesday evening the field will 
not be available for members to come and do whatever they 
like. Rallies are organised Club Events for specific activities 
such as Jumping, Dressage, Gymkhana Games and XCountry. 
The Rally gives all members a chance to compete within the 
club and gain experience in a friendly supportive atmosphere. 

When Rallies are 
held on  Wednes-
day evenings they 
start at 5.00 till 
8.00pm. Rallies 
will also be or-
ganised on week-
ends. 
All Rallies start 
with best Turned 
Out Competition 
and points are 
awarded towards 
the Annual 
Awards in De-
cember. 
 

TRIP 
To the 

BRITISH OPEN 
SHOW JUMPING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS  

O FRIDAY 9TH April  
 

Tickets £26 
all day and evening 

Information on 
www.britishopenshowju

mping.com 
 

Please register your in-
terest asap with Vicky. 

Newsletter 
Most members can now 
receive the newsletter in 
the form of a pdf to 
download and it is also on 
the TRC website  in that 
form. This enables           
us to  produce pictures in 
full colour and to extend 
the contents to include in-
teresting articles from 
members without incur-
ring prohibitive printing 
cost. A few members who 
do not have access to 
computers can still re-
ceive the newsletter by 
post. 

For Sale: Penny, pretty 
dark bay mare, 13.3hh, 
14yrs old.Very experi-
enced. Rider outgrown 
pony. £950 inc tack. 
Contact 07950498632 

 
TRC RIDING 

CLUB CLOTHES  
 
 
 
 
 

AVAILABLE  
TO ORDER.  
Contact Julie 

Thorne on 
07775852698 

Details are to be 
found on the TRC 

Website. 

SIAN WARMAN  
MOBILE SADDLERY  

Rugs, clothes etc. 
Tel 07773510876 

THE JUNIOR COMMITTEE  
Kristina Cantelo 

07902021600 
Dominic Rowles 

09968699731 
Jennifer Underwood 

07846563074 
The junior committee members 
have a very valuable role to play in 
the running of the Club. They rep-
resent the most active riding mem-
bers and cam bring fresh ideas to 
the planning process. They are able 
to give valuable feedback from 
members and are able to make sug-
gestions for new activities.  And 
also organise some themselves. 
They have been very successful  
for example in organising social 
events such as the Halloween Party 
last year. 
We appreciate their commitment of 
time and energy. They meet as part 
of the main Club Committee and 
are able to participate fully. 

 


